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that the archives of the Frari in Venice have a lacuna between February 
24, 1572, and April 6, 1573. 

One naturally expects information of an economic nature from M.. 
Hauser and two items of this kind are noteworthy — no. 1589, which is 
valuable for the history of French commerce in the Baltic, and no. 2465 
which relates to a commercial treaty in 1587 between the czar and the 
Parisian merchants. It is singular, however, that there is no mention of 
the remarkably valuable economic material in Claude Haton (no. 1430), 

The thoroughness of the work done in this volume is beyond praise. 
Nothing of importance either in sources or literature has been omitted, 
so far as I have observed. 

James Westfall Thompson. 

Le Cceur d'une Reine: Anne d'Autriche, Louis XIII. et Mazarin* 

Par Paul Robiquet. (Paris: Felix Alcan. 1912. Pp. xiv, 

307-) 

The apprehensions aroused in the reader's mind by the title of this 
book are confirmed by the preface, in which the author disclaims any 
responsibility for the fact that " History is often the most extraordi- 
nary of romances ". After that one is prepared. 

M. Robiquet's fundamental idea is that the conduct of Anne of 
Austria during her troubled regency can be explained only by assuming 
in her a violent and invincible passion for Mazarin. The thesis is not 
new, and hardly stands in need of further proof. But, at any rate, here 
for the first time we have a monograph devoted to a detailed investiga- 
tion of the liaison between the queen and the cardinal. 

The first of the author's four chapters deals with the conjugal unhap- 
piness of Louis XIII. and Anne, the bearing of which upon the main 
theme of the book would seem to be summed up in the dictum, " Tout 
savoir, c'est tout pardonner ". The following chapter contains the real 
kernel of the book — a close study of the relations of Anne with Mazarin, 
chiefly on the basis of the correspondence between the two during the 
cardinal's exile in 1651. The third chapter is given up to the affair of 
Marie Mancini, which occupies nearly half of the book, although its 
direct bearing upon the liaison between the queen and Mazarin is not 
very obvious. Finally one is given an account of the deaths of the 
cardinal and Anne, with no lack of detail. 

No one will dispute M. Robiquet's industry. While not professing an 
exaggerated cult for documents inedits, he has ransacked the Archives 
des Affaires fitrangeres, the Bibliotheque Nationale, the Mazarine, etc., 
in the effort to collect every scrap of existing material. The harvest was 
most abundant for the year 1659; hence the amount of space given to the 
episode of Marie Mancini. Here, agreeing with Cheruel and differing 
from Chantelauze, the author holds that Mazarin from the start opposed 
the project of a marriage between the young king and his niece, from 
enlightened calculations as to his own interest. In general, however, M, 
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Robiquet does not pretend to establish new conclusions on the larger 
questions, but confines himself to correcting or supplementing his prede- 
cessors on details. 

What is objectionable in this book, what has aroused criticism in 
France, is the author's over-indulgence in anecdotes and details more 
salacious than important. And, even granting that it is the historian's 
duty to tell everything, there was no need to rehearse discredited old 
scandals, such as the apocryphal episode at Amiens (p. 29), or the tale 
about Richelieu's relations with Anne (pp. 26-27) — on the authority of 
two such reputable witnesses as Retz and " cette bonne langue de Talle- 
mant " ! There was no need to drag in the wretched adventure of Mme. 
de Beauvais no less than four times (pp. 73, 86, 122, 134), or to repeat 
the abominable story from the diary of La Porte (pp. 70-71), which was 
refuted as long ago as the time of Voltaire. Furthermore, the author's 
taste for " romance " sometimes leads him into egregious blunders. For 
example, on page 109 he quotes from Mazarin's letter to the queen of 
August 8, 1651 (the correct date of which, by the way, is August 15), the 
following sentence: " Si, pour l'avantage du pere de 21 [21 is the king], 
il est necessaire de sacrifier H [H = Mazarin], il le faudrait faire. . . ." 
The phrase " le pere de 21 " is certainly not clear at first sight, but our 
author hastens to comment : " Ce pere du Roi ne serait-il pas Mazarin 
lui-meme, et ne veut-il pas dire ici que l'interet du Ministre doit flechir 
devant l'interet de son fils, qui est le Roi?" This seems sheer nonsense. 
Some study of the rest of this correspondence and especially of Mazarin's 
letter to Anne of July 6, 1651 (Ravenel, p. 137), would show that " le 
pere de 21 " is only a cryptic designation for the queen, who is commonly 
referred to throughout by such masculine pseudonyms as " Monsieur 
Zabaot ", " Monsieur Serafin ", " l'Espagnol ", " le pere de la Barque " 
(la Barque = the king), etc. Mazarin the father of Louis XIV. on such 
evidence ! 

M. Robiquet is an historian whose solid contributions to learning, 
notably his Histoire Municipale de Paris, entitle him to general respect; 
but when he lapses into his lighter vein, the results are a bit distressing. 

R. H. Lord. 

Geschichte der Schweizerischen Eidgenossenschaft. Von Johannes 
Dierauer. Vierter Band. Bis 1798. [Geschichte der Europa- 
ischen Staaten, vol. XXVI.] (Gotha: Friedrich Andreas Per- 
thes. 1912. Pp. xvii, 551.) 

The fourth volume of Dierauer's comprehensive history of the Swiss 
Confederacy has for its subject the period from the middle of the seven- 
teenth to the close of the eighteenth century. The author is not of the 
type of the venerated poet-historian Tschudi or the ardent Johannes von 
Miiller, who mingled truth and fiction in the attempt to picture an heroic 
past to serve as a " spur " unto succeeding generations. Dierauer belongs 



